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150th Anniversary 
Nov. 2, 2015 

 
 
 

“Our church is built on a Rock—Jesus Christ— 
and its beginnings are traceable to his cross of glory.   
Across the years God’s people, missionary minded,  

have brought the Gospel from the foot of Calvary’s cross  
to the minds and hearts of all people.”  

(GA 75th Commemoration, 1940) 
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Rosehill and Gramercy farms belonged to the descendants of Peter Stuyvesant, the first mayor of 

New York City. Three separate church bodies owned the property on 22nd Street. The last one was 

Bethesda Baptist Church. Crooked Knife Brook (Krom Moeraije) still flows under the church build-

ing. 

Along with the waves of German and Polish immigrants who were flooding the Lower East 

Side in the mid-1800s were the Swedes. Unlike the former groups, the Swedish immigrants tend-

ed to be pioneers, pushing westward in search of prairie land that could be cultivated into pros-

perous farms.   

For those who remained, GA began as a dream. It was organized on Nov. 2, 1865 under the 

leadership of two travelling missionaries: the Rev. A. Andreen and the Rev. Erland Carlsson, along 

with student Lagersrrom. 48 people were in attendance. Initially the congregation held Swedish 

services in various churches, including St. James’ Evangelical Lutheran Church on 16th St. These 

services were accompanied by a melodeon, music being an integral part from the beginning. 

GA was founded on Nov. 2, 1865 and called: “The Swedish Evangelical  
Lutheran Church of Gustavus Adolphus in the City of New York.” One of its 

first elected trustees, John Ericsson (pictured above), designed the first 
ironclad warship, The Monitor, commissioned by the U.S. Navy. 

1700-1865 1865 
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The old Bethesda Baptist Church pur-
chased by GA on July 29, 1866 for 
$17,000.  The church was demolished 
in 1887 and the present church was 
built upon the site. 

1866 

Pastor Erland Carlsson Pastor A. Andreen 

Pastor John Frans Os-
car Duvall served the 
congregation for sev-
eral months following 
its organization. He 
was on leave from his 
parish in Attica, Indi-
ana, at the request of 
Dr. T.A. Hasselquist, 
president of the Au-
gustana Synod. Pastor 
Duvall was Dr. J. Vin-
cent Nordgren’s ma-
ternal grandfather. Pastor J. F.  O. Duvall 
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 1868 1873 

The first resident pastor was Karl Karleen, a pastor of Gothenburg, Sweden 

who served 1865-67. Trouble quickly arose. In 1867, Karleen was suspended 

by the Synod on charges of heresy. The nature of the offense is unknown, but 

a clue may be that Karleen later became a Roman Catholic – in his own way a 

“pioneer” of a very small trend among New York Lutherans. In the general up-

set of Karleen’s suspension, GA withdrew from the Augustana Synod and peti-

tioned the Church of Sweden to be permitted to affiliate with it. The petition 

was granted. It rejoined the Augustana Synod in 1879. 

The congregation then appealed to Sweden for fi-

nancial aid and a pastor.  Pastor Axel Waetter was 

recommended, called, and accepted in 1868. Regular 

“dues” were established and a sinking fund was set 

up. The property was almost lost to creditors due to 

poor finances. Pastor Waetter returned to Sweden. 

In 1872  Pastor Johan Princell was called from  

Campello, Massachusetts. 

Pastor Axel Waetter  

The Sewing Society was organized on July 18, 1873 with 14 women for the 

purpose of gathering funds to help pay off debt, and to contribute to home 

missions.  During the 67 years of existence, this society raised over $32,000 

through bazaars, parties, concerts and other events.  

1868-1872 
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As the mother church, 
Gustavus Adolphus 
established missions 
in Brooklyn, Harlem, 
and Jersey City in 
1873.   
 
Also that year, Pastor 
Princell was suspend-
ed as a result of doc-
trinal controversy. 

“Among the religions of the world,  

Christianity alone gives to women  

spiritual equality with men. 
 

(1940, 75th Commemoration of GA, pg. 35) 

Sewing society 
#2—founded 
May of 1894 by 
7 women, 6 of 
whom were 
named Johnson. 

Willing Workers Society—founded Feb. 21, 
1908 to work for missions and the Sunday 
School.  Carfare and clothing were given to 
poor children in the school. 

1894 1908 1873 
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To the Honoured Council of the Swedish Lutheran Gustav Adolf Church  

in New York N.Y. 

 

Blessings and Peace! 

 I have received your calling and the documents testifying my  being elected Pastor 

of the G.A. Church in New York City. If I may express my feelings on receiving the 

calling, I have to say that I appreciated your trust in me, but also felt the pain of 

being parted from my present dear congregation and residence. But the well-being of 

your own congregation was equally heartfelt. My prayers to God have been that His 

will be done and not mine. 

 I have examined the reasons for or against (the pros and cons of) the acceptace 

of the calling and consulted my Church Council.  My council as well as my 

congregation are opposed to my transfer. I have also consulted my fellow clergymen, and they recommend me to 

accept your calling, hoping  your congregation will unite with the synod I am member of.  Such prospects I have 

found promising. 

 As far as I can see at present, I believe God´s will be that I should accept the calling. I have shared with 

you our synod´s position and mine and therefore need not expand more on that subject. Yesterday I handed over 

to the Church Council my resignation from my pastoral duties at the Lutheran Zion´s Church, and may I 

therefore declare that I accept your calling as Pastor of the Sw. Ev. Luth. G.A. Church in New York N.Y. 

 May this be in accordance with the will of God, and serve your congregation, in the name of God and to 

the redemption and glory of souls! 

 All the more I should inform you on when I am ready to take up my pastoral duties in your church, I 

believe I may arrive in the end of July. I need a successor here, before I may leave my present congregation. 

Philadelphia May 16th .D. 1879 

With greatest respect 

Conrad Emil Lindberg 

Sw. Luth. Pastor 

This letter was sent by 
Rev. Conrad Emil Lindberg 
(the third pastor called to 
serve GA) a couple of 
months prior to  moving 
to NYC (Philadelphia, May 
16, 1879).  Special thanks 
to Roy Paulsen for 
arranging for the 
translation from Swedish. 

Dr. C. E. Lindberg (1879-1890) 

 1879 
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Dr. Emil C. E. Lindberg began his ministry July 25, 1879.  The church rejoined the Augustana Synod.  

Membership was low and debt on the church property was high.  However, the years saw an in-

crease in membership and elimination of debt.  Funds were collected for a new edifice.   

 The young people’s society was organized in 1881, Sick and Benefit Society in 1884.  The first 

Sunday School picnic was held in 1884 and the custom continued through 1955. 

 In 1889, a new larger organ was purchased. 

 Dr. Lindberg was called in 1890 to be professor at Augustana Theological Seminary and eventual-

ly became Dean and Chief theologian of the Augustana Synod.  During his pastorate, GA became the 

de facto “cathedral” of the NY Conference which he led as bishop.  The Conference also included con-

gregations from New England to Ohio.  He remained as pastor until August 23, 1890 and occupied the 

pulpit as guest preacher for many years during the summer. Under Dr. Lindberg’s leadership, this 

congregation received stability and prestige.  “Lindberg set the fundamental pattern of thought for 

pastors of a period of 40 years.” (Karl E. Mattson, President of Augustana Seminary, 1960) 

 

The church was named after Gustav ll Adolphus, 
King of Sweden, 1611-1632 who was a Christian 
and known as a great champion of Protes-
tantism, a zealot for education, and lifted Swe-
den to an honored place among the nations of 
Europe. 

Gramercy Park 
looking south 
from 22nd 
Street and 
Lexington Ave.  

1890 
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 With Swedish immigration at its peak in the 

mid-1880s, the once-small congregation contin-

ued to grow. In 1887, with membership at 

around 800 and attendance topping 1,500 at 

some services, a new church structure was 

planned.   

The 22nd Street building was razed in May of 

that year and architects J. C. Cady & Co. were 

commissioned to design the new structure.  J. 

Cleveland Cady had recently distinguished him-

self by designing the Metropolitan Opera House 

and the hulking Romanesque-revival wing of the 

American Museum of Natural History. For the 

new church, Cady would again turn to Rom-

anesque-revival; but his design would have a 

decidedly Gothic touch. 

On the left side of 

the cornerstone was the 

founding date, 1865, on 

the left a reference to  

1 Peter 2:6 (“See, I lay a 

stone in Zion, a chosen 

and precious cornerstone, and the one who 

trusts in him will never be put to shame.”) 

Five hundred people attended the laying of 

the cornerstone on December 11. Within the 

cornerstone were placed a copy of Nordsijernan 

(the city’s Swedish language newspaper), The 

 1887 

On May 12, 1887, the 
church was dedicated 
by Dr. Tuve Hassel-
quist, the Synod’s 
president.  

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-hu1yjvMvFP4/T5kcUZnM2II/AAAAAAAAFXw/Tpzb7og8X6A/s1600/IMG_4531.JPG
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 New York Times, and other newspapers from 

around the country. Swedish and American coins 

were included as well. 

The New York Times promised that “The new 

building will be a handsome structure” costing 

around 60,000.  Dedicated two years later on May 

12, 1889, it was just that. 

Called a “solid-looking structure of gray stone” 

by The Times, it was clad in rough-cut Am-

herst Ohio stone.  The entrance doors sat 

within a dramatic and deep arched portico 

over which the rose window was cen-

tered.  It was the copper-clad steeple, 

however, that stole the show. One hun-

dred and fifty-five feet above the sidewalk, 

the tall, gaunt spire was visible for blocks 

away.   The steeple and the angular copper

-trimmed dormer that pierced the pyrami-

dal roof were evocative of the churches in 

the congregation’s homeland. 

Inside, the church stretched 94 feet 

from the door to the altar, capable of ac-

commodating 1,000 worshipers.  The New 

York Times commented that “The furnish-

ings are all substantial and comfortable, 

and the decorations in good taste.”  Be-

hind the pulpit was a painting of the As-

cension. 

 

Stained glass window 

 
The construction cost of the new 
church was $66,436.15 ($30,000 
mortgage).  The pulpit, altar, baptis-
mal font and windows were given 
by individuals. 
 
The congregation was pleased and 
surprised by the gift of a pipe organ 
from two of their members.  A 
church choir was formed soon after.  
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The letter below came in an email  

sent to Pastor Chris, July 2012 

 

Dear Sir: 

 

I am in the process of  self-publishing an English transla-

tion of the autobiography of my grandfather, Nils Johan 

Lindquist, an early Mission Covenant (now Evangelical 

Covenant Church) 

pastor, originally 

published in a Swe-

dish language 

newspa-

per, Missions-

Wännen, in Chica-

go in 1946-

47. Although he 

came to the U.S.A. 

in 1887 to serve as 

the first pastor of 

what was then the 

Swedish Mission 

Church in Oakland, 

California, he had 

made an earlier 

visit to New York 

City in 1880.  He 

describes his arrival 

in New York on 

that occasion and 

his visit to Gusta-

vus Adolphus 

Church in the ex-

cerpt 

 

From Livsrön (N. J. Lindquist) 

The stay in New York. 

    We were advised at our arrival to find a place to stay with an hotelier 

widely known among the seafaring class.  A mightily large man, who for 

our purposes shall be called “Big John Nilson,” a name taken from my 

childhood, a countryman who I had never met on foreign shores. 

    The following Sunday I asked for directions to the Swedish Gustav Adolf 

Church, where the talented J.G. Princell was pastor.  It was my first visit at 

a church since I had left my childhood home.  There was song, preaching, 

and prayer, and I was welcomed warmly.  This left a deep, impressionable 

imprint on my young and sensitive memory, which almost moved me to 

tears among these churchgoing strangers. 

    Everything reminded me of my childhood’s Sunday traditions, even to 

the sanctuary and their friendly fellowship as well as that which I was able 

to hear, learn, and to have reverence for.  I still see in the spirit the stately 

and warm-hearted men of God welcoming the reverent gathering to the 

living water and bread from heaven, which alone can satisfy and fill the 

soul’s desires.  That delightful and unforgettable Sabbath morning, the first 

in the land toward which I had harbored such great prejudices, but which 

now for nearly seventy years has given me nothing but goodness, peace, 

and compassion from God and people.  What more could one wish for 

than this during one’s time as a foreigner? 

    I wasn’t unemployed for long before a spot was offered to me, which 

pleased me more than the various things I had done before.  I was a greet-

er at an office, ran errands, and kept everything organized according to 

what the office workers left.  I enjoyed this quite a bit, and in my imagina-

tion I built a beautiful castle, which was never completed. 

 1880 
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The interior after decorating in 
1907.  The chandeliers were 
converted to electric in 1902. 

1907 
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 1902 1890-1938 

In 1902, electricity was in-

stalled in the entire church 

building and the old gas fix-

tures were electrified. 

Pastor Mauritz Stolpe of Ishpeming, Michigan, began his ministry of 

48 years.  All services were conducted in Swedish, including Julottas 

and Watchnight services.  Dr. Conrad Bergendoff, president of Au-

gustana College, came to our church to work among the English 

speaking youth (1917-19).  New societies were organized.  Some sup-

ported overseas mission work and during the depression, the congre-

gation helped Swedish sailors stranded in New York. 

 In 1897, an organ was purchased from the Fifth Avenue Baptist 

Church.  The church also purchased a parsonage at 217 E. 49th St. The 

church debt was liquidated early in 1915 after an intensive drive for 

funds.  A drive for a parish house resulted in $38,000 being collected. 

 Many dignitaries visited the church during those years.  Crown 

Prince Gustaf Adolph and Crown Princess Louise (became the king 

and queen of Sweden) visited GA in 1926.  They left a Bible and a chausable worn on special 

occasions. 

 Pastor Stolpe was honored with a Doctor of Divinity degree at Augustana Seminary in 

1904.  He served as president of the New York Conference and on the Board of Directors of 

Upsala College, and was a member of many other boards and church institutions.  He died 

suddenly at dinner a month after having been honored on his 80th birthday. During the 48 

years he worked tirelessly and his labors bore much fruit.  Dr. Stolpe’s wife Helga was a gra-

cious lady and loved by all.  She passed away on March 23, 1917. 

In 1917, the first 
English services 
began on a regular 
basis. 

Dr. Mauritz Stolpe  

GA choir  
with student 
pastor Emil G. 
Swanson, 
1938 

1917 
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GA Sunday School (approximately 1890). Mr. Albert Rudwell who was the church organist 
from 1865 to 1912 is the man with the grey hat in the center of the picture. 

Crown Prince Gustaf Adolph and 
Crown Princess Louise (who be-
came the king and queen of Swe-
den) visited GA in 1926. They left a  
Bible dated 1702 (right) and a 
chausable worn on special occa-
sions displayed in the Augustana 
room at the Lutheran Seminary in 
Philadelphia. 
 
A formal dinner was hosted at the 
Waldorf Astoria (program to left) 
featured a lovely chicken dish, 
hunter style. Speakers for the even-
ing included: Charles M. Schwab, Chairman of the 
Board, The Bethlehem Steel Corporation; Julius H. 
Barnes, Past President, The Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States, and H.R.H. The Crown Prince 
of Sweden. 

1926 
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 1938-1940 

Pastor Anders Andre 

served as vice pastor 

for two years. The par-

sonage was renovated 

at a cost of $8,000.  

The parish house drive 

was abandoned and 

the money was re-

turned to the donors. 

 Dr. Augusta Vendin 

bequested a sum of 

money which was set 

up in trust for 25 years. 

Interest on this fund 

has helped the church ever since.  The fund was originally left to Dr. Stolpe. 

      After several calls, Dr. Otto H. Bostrom of Marquette, 

Michigan, accepted the pastorate and preached his first 

sermon on April 7, 1940. In 1945, the parsonage on 49th 

Street was sold and the 

property contiguous to the 

church was purchased.  Pas-

tor Bostrom resided for sev-

eral years in Flushing. 

     Music was one of his chief 

interests.  He organized and 

led the special choir for observance of the church’s 

75th Anniversary in 1940.  This choir sang at the Tem-

ple of Religion at the New York World’s Fair. 

 Dr. Bostrom was active in the Lower East Side Fel-

lowship, an organization of pastors and laypersons 

from churches on the East Side.  He also served on 

many Lutheran boards. 

 He resigned in 1947 to resume teaching at the 

Hamma Divinity School in Springfield, Ohio.  He died 

suddenly after attending Commencement exercises in 

1952. 

 Dr. Bostrom was a dynamic preacher and up-to-

date in his thinking on applied Christianity.  He was 

married and the father of three children. 

The parsonage at 217 E 49th Street, during the 
time of Dr. Stolpe and Dr. Bostrom. 

Dr. Otto B. Bostrom 
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Steam locomotive trains operated on the 
3rd Ave. elevated line.  It was one of the 
main means of transportation for many 
members of GA church. 
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 1940 
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Dr. Victor Beck was called and preached his first sermon in Decem-

ber 1947.  He served faithfully until November 1954 when he re-

turned to Rock Island as Secretary of Religious Literature at Au-

gustana Book Concern. Writing was his forte, and he was author of 

four books of verse.  His book of sermons, “The Ceaseless Quest,” 

was published in 1954. 

 Dr. Beck was active in all phases of church work.  Together 

with Mrs. Beck he took a special interest in the young people.  He 

was decorated by the King of Sweden for his work among and for 

the Swedish people. 

 Two of Dr. Beck’s sons, Paul and Lawrence, are ordained 

into the ministry and serve Augustana churches.  A third son, Robert, is a professor 

of philosophy at Clark University.  His daughter, Lois, lived in Rock Island with her 

parents. 

 Pastor Carl A. Glad of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Brooklyn began serving as 

vice pastor in 1954. 

 Interns who assisted Dr. Beck were the Rev. Verner Strand and the Rev. Richard 

E. Bloomdall.  Robert Ek and Bernard Nelson were interim interns. 

Dr. Victor E. Beck 

 1947-1955 

Easter service 1945.  Pastor Gustav F. Grahn officiating 
while Dr. Otto Bostrom was on leave to Pairs, 1945. 
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The Memorial Chapel on the first 

floor of the parish building was 

built by Dr. Thure Peterson in 

memory of his wife, Martha Pe-

terson.  Mrs. Peterson was lost at 

sea when the ocean liner she was 

traveling on, the Andrea Doria, 

collided with the Stockholm off 

the coast of Nantucket. The memo-

rial service 

for Dag Hammarskjöld, Secretary General of the United 

Nations was held at Gustavus Adolphus.  Many UN digni-

taries attended. 

Pastor Glen E. Pierson (1955-1962) 
 

 1957 1961 
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Hall of fame pitcher, 
Yankee great,  
Whitey Ford, came 
to various church 
events at GA as a 
child (center). 

 

The festival of St. Lucia is 
celebrated on Dec. 13. 
She is represented as a 
woman in a white dress  
with a crown or wreath 
of candles on her head 
bringing the light of 
Christ to Scandinavia. In 
both Norway and Swe-
den, girls dressed as Lu-
cia carry sweet rolls in 
procession as songs are 
sung. It is said that to 
vividly celebrate St. Luci-
a's Day will help one live 
the long winter days with 
enough light. 
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The Rev. James Amos was installed as 

pastor of the congregation.  Two years 

later, the Center for Senior Citizens was 

opened on a one-day-a-week basis.  In 

1971, the Center became a full time 

operation with meals on site and meals 

delivered to the homebound elderly 

five days a week. 

 In 1965, the congregation became a 

sponsor for the East Midtown Plaza 

apartment development on E. 23rd St. 

between First and Second Avenues.  

During that same year a 9:30 a.m. wor-

ship service was added and held in the 

Memorial Chapel and a Summer Day Camp began 

for children of the neighborhood. 

 In January of 1966, the congregation adopted 

a resolution providing for the establishment of a 

fund designated as the Gustavus Adolphus Second 

Century Fund. 

 The Basement Coffeehouse Program for teen-

agers, college students and young adults began 

operating in the basement of the church in 1969.  

This program was reopened in 1982 and was 

called, “22 Below.”  It served young adults in NYC. 

 After many years of successful missionary 

work throughout Guyana, Arnold Adolphus Kow-

lessar relocated to NYC in June 1970.  He served at 

GA as missionary with outreach to the Guyanese 

people in the five boroughs.  Six years later, Mr. 

Kowlessar moved to Queens. 

 This congregation has a history of missionary 

outreach to Indonesia and for decades, has pro-

vided support for HKBP (Huria Kristen Batak 

Protestan) which holds weekly services on Sunday 

at GA. 

 In 1973 programs for mental patients began.  

They met on Saturdays. 

 A partnership was launched in 1974 with 

NYC’s Department for the Aging which provides a 

substantial annual grant to support the Communi-

ty Lounge for Seniors. 
Pastor James  
and Joan Amos  

1963-2005 

GA Senior Center began one day a week in 
1965.  Six years later it grew to fulltime. 

1971 

Pastor James Amos  
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 In 1975 the congregation 

signed a contract with Berkshire 

Organ Company for a new track-

er organ. Four years later in Oc-

tober 21, 1979, the new tracker 

organ was dedicated. 

 A food pantry was started in 

1983, providing food baskets for many on a daily 

basis. 

 In 1984, GA and Trinity Lutheran Church, Lower 

East Side became partners in a shelter for homeless 

men located at 630 E. 6th Street.  The shelter provid-

ed lodging for fourteen men.  During that year, the 

congregation also adopted the practice of a month-

ly offering envelope dedicated to a building fund.  

The money is used to make necessary improve-

ments to the church building and parish house. 

 In 1985 meals for homebound seniors was ex-

panded to six days a week. 

 The congregation approved the sale of air rights 

above both the church building and parish house in 

1986.  Four years later, the congregation 

received $1,500,000 which was put into 

the Second Century Fund.  At the time, the 

fund held a total of two million dollars. 

     In 1987, “H.O.N.E.Y.” (Help Our Neigh-

bors Eat Year-round) began its operation.  

The program was co-sponsored by 

D’Agastino Supermarket on 3rd and 25th. 

      The Little Synagogue began holding 

Friday Sabbath Services in 1988.  The feed-

ing program for homebound seniors ex-

panded to seven days a week. 

      An Estonian Lutheran Congregation 

began holding Sunday services in Decem-

ber of 1990. 

      Pastor Amos’s wife, Joan, died in 2000.  

She was highly regarded by the congrega-

tion as a wonderfully gifted and compas-

sionate person of faith.  Five years later, 

after an extended illness, the Rev. James Amos 

died. 

 

Commissioning of missionaries 

Special guest speaker:  
Dr. Margaret Mead 

1972 
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In September 2007, the Rev. Christopher Mietlowski was called to serve as pastor.  He 

moved to NYC with his wife Linda and their four children after serving 10 years at Dobbs 

Ferry Lutheran Church, Westchester County.  While pastor in Dobbs 

Ferry, Rev. Mietlowski also was on staff as an Assistant to the Bishop, 

Metropolitan New York Synod for three years. 

      The five floor parish house property went through extensive reno-

vation and repairs. The Church and Senior Center offices were relo-

cated within the buildings.  A new program-based financial tracking 

system/budget was developed. A Sunday morning adult class was 

launched beginning with a study on Lutheran theology. It also in-

cludes Bible studies and topical discussions. 

      In May 2009, after a number of discussions/sessions, the congre-

gation unanimously adopted a new vision and strategic plan identify-

ing 9 initiatives for the expansion of mission and ministry at GA. One 

key initiative currently in process is the possibility of launching a Lutheran Preschool. 

 Key changes in personnel took place. In December 2007, the Rev. Dr. Thomas Mu-

gavero joined the staff as pastoral associate. Rev. Mugavero has served in ordained 

ministry for over 50 years, including a long and successful pastorate at Trinity Lutheran 

Church on Staten Island. In 2009, Constance Duever was hired to serve as the new direc-

tor of the Senior Center. Lulu Paolini was set apart and called to be a deacon at GA in 

April 2010, becoming the first Lutheran Synodical Deacon to serve in Manhattan. Gayle 

Kliever became the parish administrator a few 

months later. Gretchen Mundinger was called to be 

the minister of music in Jan. 2011. In September of 

the same year, Timothy Johansen joined the staff 

working part-time in the parish while completing 

his 4th year of seminary on his way to ordination.  

   

2007 

 

Deacon Lulu Paolini 

Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Mugavero 

Rev. Christopher 
Mietlowski 
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 The congregation provided prayerful/financial sup-

port for a number of GA teenagers/adults to participate 

in hands-on rebuilding missions: Feb. 2009 we traveled 

to Greensburg, Kansas to help the town rebuild follow-

ing a devastating tornado and in Feb. 2010 we went to 

Eustis, Florida to help residents rebuild after a hurricane 

destroyed much of the area. 

2009 
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 Other new programs and ministries include training and 

installation of a Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team which brings 

Holy Communion to the homebound on a regular basis, 

hosting an Annual Thanksgiving Benefit Concert/Meal for 

the hungry and homeless of New York City with proceeds 

going to the feeding program at Trinity Lutheran Church 

(Lower Eastside), the start of a weekly toddler group for lo-

cal families with young children, establishment of The Alpha 

Omega Ensemble in-residence, hosting an office for Luther-

an Immigration and Refugee Services, 

as well as hosting various concerts such 

as: First Songs of the Season and The 

UN Singers. 

 This congregation is in a time of 

remarkable renewal, experiencing a 

surge of growth and excitement. A 

strong leadership team (lay and clergy) 

has developed. There has been a re-

launch of Sunday School for children 

along with several critical learning op-

portunities for adults. As the congrega-

tion continues hosting a weekday lunch 

program for Seniors and numerous sup-

port groups for those with addictions, 

we are also expanding outreach to the community in new 

ways.  

 With dynamic and relevant weekly worship services, a 

rich diversity among worshipers, intentional holy hospitality 

for all, there is a growing sense of mission, purpose and joy 

in this faith community inspired by the love and presence of 

Jesus.  May our Lord continue to bless our work in 

“Renewing Faith + Building Community.”  
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Annual feeding of hungry  
and homeless.   
300-500 fed in an afternoon 
with 60-80 volunteers. 
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Rev. Dr. Maritza Ortiz-Cruz,  
GA intern 2014 

Students at 2-year lay leader discipleship class hosted 
at GA called Diakonia. 

The Rev. Timothy Johansen 
(center) on the day of his ordina-
tion. He served at GA during his 
fourth year of seminary, 2011. 

Rev. Eric Mull, GA intern 
2013.  Ordained at GA 
Dec. 2014. 

Setting apart 
of Deacons 
John Ogren 
and Camille 

Holman.  
April 2015. 

Bishop Rob-
ert Rimbo, 

center. 

John Heidgerd,  
GA intern 2015. 
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Christmas Eve Services 

Grace Drums Ensemble 

Easter Sunday 

Swedish pancakes for  
Shrove Tuesday 
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“Ashes and Prayer” in the town square (and many other places).  For 
several years, members and friends of GA have taken to the streets on 
Ash Wednesday to anoint and pray for anyone willing to receive them.  
Over 2,000 NYC neighbors have received personal prayer and blessings 
from God’s people from GA at Union Square, Madison Square Park, 
various taverns, subway stations, stores, and on the sidewalk.   
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Misa Andersen, 
preschool director 

In September 2013, the congregation voted unanimously to 
launch a preschool, offering care and kindness to the children and 
families in the community.   

After 40+ years, the congregation 
prayerfully decided to redirect  
mission in the neighborhood, 
closing the senior center.  

2011 2013 
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Palm Sunday procession from Union 
Square to the front steps of the church. 

Dozens of GA mem-
bers have part-
nered with Seafar-
ers International 
House to visit immi-
grants detained for 
documentation is-
sues in New Jersey 
prisons.    

GA joins Ecclesia Ministries  
which offers worship services and  

lunches for the hungry and homeless  
in Madison Square Park.   
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Hurricane Sandy devastated the tri-state area in 2012. GA members 
responded with generous care and help for St. Barnabas Lutheran 
Church, Howard Beach and many others. 

2012 
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Annual trip to Rockland County for apple picking. 

The YoPros (young professionals) of GA gather to worship, 
serve, decorate and celebrate. 
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Pastor Chris was recruited to serve as 
“community liaison” by the 13th Pre-
cinct, NYPD in order to foster stronger 
relationships in the community with 
the police. He first had to attend and 
graduate from The Citizens Police 
Academy.  (Above) He received his 
certificate from Police Commissioner 
William J. Bratton in June 2015. 
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Annual congregational retreats at Koinonia. 

(Left)  Deacon John Ogren 
making communion bread 
with children.   

 
(Right)  

Contestants  
in the “serious”  

karaoke  
competition. 
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To strengthen mission and min-
istry at GA, members have com-
mitted to major building reno-
vations  in 2015.   
 
(Right) The stained glass ceiling in 
the sanctuary was removed and 
shipped to Minnesota for a full 
restoration. It is due to return in 
Spring 2016. 
 
(Below) The fellowship hall is un-
dergoing a complete overhaul, 
adding two new preschool class-
rooms, an updated fellowship hall,  
and a reconfigured entry. 

Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations… and remember, I am with you always,  

to the end of the age. (Matt 28:19, 20) 
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“… in this great City are streams which come from the 

city of God and bring refreshing gladness to the thirsty, 

longing soul.  GA is such a stream.  Here, as in a vast 

desert, flows forth a life-giving river.  The preaching of 

the Word brings quietness to the hurried hearts who 

come into the silent beauty of the sanctuary from the 

feverish streets without.  Around the altar of the Lord 

a new kind of fellowship is experienced, unknown in 

the market places and vanity fairs of the world’s city.  

Citizens of the realm of God find communion with kin-

dred spirits, but above all with a Spirit whose voice is 

drowned outside and for whose benediction the bewil-

dered, driven, lost children of the world have not time 

to seek.”  (1940 excerpt from the 75th Anniversary 

Commemoration booklet, pgs. 10-11) 

 

Thanks to those who planned, coordinated, and hosted the 
sesquicentennial celebration. Also a word of thanks to Vivian 
Fletcher, designer of the 150th logo displayed on the cover. 

Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church 
155 E. 22nd Street 

New York, NY 10010 
212.674.0739 
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